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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim 23-52 are pending. 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities:. 

Line 2 of paragraph 44 refers to series of images "35" which should be replaced 
with -200- to correspond with the drawings. 

Paragraphs 72 and 74 contain "image library and route finding mechanism 15" 
which should be replaced with -image library 15 and route finding mechanism 13- to 
correspond with the drawings. The second occurrence of "route finding mechanism 15" 
in paragraph 72 should also be changed to -route finding mechanism 13-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 30, 44, and 52 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
They lack proper antecedent basis for "the destination path". It is suggested that 
"destination path" is replaced with -destination location-. Appropriate correction is 
required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 23-26, 28-30, 32-40, 42-48, and 50-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Huckle et al (WIPO Publication No. 02/063243) 
in view of Painter (European Publication No. 1,300,655). 

Huckle et al teaches: 

Re claim 23. A method for providing navigational instructions, said method comprising: 

receiving a signal (page 2, lines 13-15) from a first device (base unit; page 2, 
lines 11-12), said signal specifying a destination location (page 8, lines 6-8; the final 
direction specifies the destination location), a second device (user device; page 8, line 
17), and a request for at least one route leading to the destination location such that the 
at least one route is to be sent to the second device (page 8, lines 1-3); and 

sending at least one set of images to the second device (page 5, lines 15-17), 
wherein each set of images of the at least one set of images defines a unique route 
leading to the destination location (page 5, lines 9-13; Each unique starting location has 
a unique route to the destination location). 
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Huckle et al fails to specifically teach: (re claim 1 ) determining a device type of 
the second device during or after said receiving the signal from the first device; and 
wherein a total number of said sets of images and a content of each set of images are a 
function of the determined device type. 

Painter teaches data conversion applications which determine the type of content 
required by the users' devices, and then provides format-specific navigation instructions 
to the users' devices (page 4, lines 18-26). 

In view of Painter's teachings, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to include, with the method for providing 
navigational instructions as taught by Huckle et al, (re claim 1) determining a device 
type of the second device during or after said receiving the signal from the first device; 
and wherein a total number of said sets of images and a content of each set of images 
are a function of the determined device type; since Painter teaches that this will allow 
users with different types of computing platforms to use the navigation method (page 
10, lines 42-43). 

Huckle et al also teaches: 

Re claim 24. Wherein the first and second devices are a same device (page 8, lines 
16-18). 
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Re claim 25. Wherein the first and second devices are different devices (page 8, lines 
16-18). 

Re claim 26. Wherein the at least one set of images comprises a plurality of sets of 
images (page 5, lines 9-13; each starting location has an associated set of images). 

Re claim 28. Wherein the signal does not comprise a starting location from which each 
route to the destination location is to originate from (page 5, lines 9-13; the user brought 
up the landmark he or she wishes to get directions to, but did not supply a starting 
location). 

Re claim 29. Wherein the at least one set of images comprises a plurality of sets of 
images (page 5, lines 9-13; each starting location has an associated set of images). 

Re claim 30. Wherein each set of images comprises a furthest image that is furthest 
from the destination path, and wherein the furthest images of the plurality of sets of 
images collectively form on a ring of images surrounding the destination location (page 
5, lines 9-13). 

Re claim 32. Wherein said sending comprises sending the at least one set of images 
to the second device as a time-ordered sequence of subsets of the images in the at 
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least one set of images (page 5 lines 15-17), and wherein each subset is sent to the 
second device in response to a prompt from the first device (abstract, lines 3-4). 

Re claim 33. Wherein said sending comprises sending the at least one set of images 
to the second device as a time-ordered sequence of subsets of the images of the at 
least one set of images (page 5, lines 15-17), and wherein each subset is automatically 
sent to the second device (abstract, lines 3-4). 

Re claim 34. Wherein the method further comprises providing a database (page 6, 
lines 1-3) that comprises the at least one set of images, wherein each image in the at 
least one set of images is keyed in the database by the destination location for each 
route of the routes defined by the at least one set of images, and wherein said providing 
the database that comprises the at least one set of images is performed prior to said 
receiving the signal from the first device (page 6, lines 27-29; each starting location is 
keyed in to correspond with a destination location). 

Re claim 35. Wherein the method further comprises providing a database that 
comprises the at least one set of images; and recording in the database that each set of 
images of the at least one set of images defines a unique route leading to the 
destination location, wherein said providing the database and said recording in the 
database are performed prior to said receiving the signal from the first device (page 6, 
lines 27-29; each unique starting location makes each route unique). 
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Re claim 36. Wherein the method further comprises providing a database that 
comprises the at least one set of images and relative indicators showing a positional 
relationship of each image in the at least one set of images relative to another image in 
the at least one set of images, and wherein said providing the database that comprises 
the at least one set of images and the relative indicators is performed prior to said 
receiving the signal from the first device (page 6 line 26). 

Re claim 37. A computer program product stored on a computer readable storage 
medium, comprising computer readable program code (programming code; page 6, 
lines 9-1 1) for performing a method for providing navigational instructions (discussed 
above in re claim 23). 

Re claims 38-40. These limitations are discussed above in re claims 24-26. 

Re claims 42-44. These limitations are discussed above in re claims 28-30. 

Re claim 45. A system comprising a server (base unit; page 6, linel) said server 
comprising a database for storing images of locations (database; page 6, line 2) and a 
computer program product (programming code; page 6, lines 9-1 1) for performing a 
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method for providing navigational instructions using images in the database (discussed 
above in re claim 23) 

Re claims 46-48. These limitations are discussed above in re claims 24-26. 

Re claims 50-52. These limitations are discussed above in re claims 28-30. 

6. Claims 27, 41, and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Huckle et al in view of Painter as applied to claims 23, 37, and 
45 above, and further in view of Ohler et al (US Patent No. 6,314,367). 

The teachings of Huckle et al in view of Painter have been discussed above. 

Huckle et al in view of Painter fails to specifically teach: (re claims 27, 41 , 49) 
receiving a vote on a usefulness of each received image in the at least one set of 
images; and modifying the database in dependence upon said received votes, wherein 
said modifying comprises at least one of replacing, deleting, and amending at least one 
image in the at least one set of images in the database. 

Ohler et al teaches an error reporting process for a navigation device (column 1 1 , 
lines 16-21; and column 12, lines 46-49) in which the reported errors are counted as if 
they were votes (column 12, line 66 through column 13, line 9), and the database is 
corrected when there are many errors reports in an area (column 13, lines 12-15). 
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In view of Ohler et al's teachings, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to include, with the method for providing 
navigational instructions as taught by Huckle et al in view of Painter, (re claims 27, 41 , 
49) receiving a vote on a usefulness of each received image in the at least one set of 
images; and modifying the database in dependence upon said received votes, wherein 
said modifying comprises at least one of replacing, deleting, and amending at least one 
image in the at least one set of images in the database; since Ohler et al teaches user 
feedback as a way to improve the geographic database of a navigation system. 

7. Claim 31 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Huckle et al in view of Painter as applied to claims 23, 37, and 45 above, and 
further in view of Russian Metro Map. 

The teachings of Huckle et al in view of Painter have been discussed above. 

Huckle et al in view of Painter fails to specifically teach: (re claim 31 ) wherein the 
ring of images is shaped as a circle whose center is at the destination location. 

Russian Metro Map teaches a schematic drawing in which the stations on the 
brown line which form a ring around Moscow are placed in a circle around Moscow. 
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In view of Russian Metro Map's teachings, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include, with the method for 
providing navigational instructions as taught by Huckle et al in view of Painter, (re claim 
31 ) wherein the ring of images is shaped as a circle whose center is at the destination 
location; since Russian Metro Map teaches that placing locations which form a ring into 
a circular configuration on a schematic map is easier to read. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Walker et al (US Patent No. 6,199,014), and Cooper et al (US 
Patent No. 6,621 ,423) teach navigation devices which use visual cues such as 
landmarks. Bruce et al (US Patent No. 6,539,080) teaches a computer which requests 
directions from a database which then sends the directions to a phone. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SPENCER PATTON whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5771 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:30- 
5:00; Alternating Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jared Fureman can be reached on (571 )272-2391 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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